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6th Edition

Research Methods in Education
This fully updated sixth edition of the international 
bestseller Research Methods in Education covers 
the whole range of methods currently employed by 
educational research at all stages. It is divided into fi ve 
main parts: the context of educational research; planning 
educational research; styles of educational research; 
strategies for data collection and researching; and data 
analysis. 

The sixth edition includes new material on:

• complexity theory, ethics, sampling and sensitive
   educational research 
• experimental research, questionnaire design and
   administration with practical guidance 
• qualitative and quantitative data analysis, with practical
   examples
• internet based research.

Research Methods in Education is essential reading for the 
professional researcher and continues to be the standard 
text for students and lecturers in educational research.
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Keith Morrison is 
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Selected Contents: Part 1: The Context of Educational 
Research  1. The Nature of Inquiry  Part 2: Planning 
Educational Research  2. The Ethics of Educational and Social 
Research  3. Planning Educational Research  4. Sampling   
5. Sensitive Educational Research  6. Validity and Reliability  
Part 3: Styles of Educational Research  7. Naturalistic and 
Ethnographic Research  8. Historical and Documentary Research  
9. Surveys, Longitudal, Cross-Sectional and Trend Studies   
10. Internet-Based Research and Computer Usage  11. Case 
Studies  12. Ex Post Facto Research  13. Experiments,   
Quasi-Experiments, Single-Case Research and Meta-Analysis   
14. Action Research  Part 4:  Strategies for Data Collection 
and Researching  15. Questionnaires  16. Interviews    
17. Accounts  18. Observation  19. Tests  20. Personal Constructs  
21. Role Playing  Part 5:  Data Analysis  22. Approaches to 
Qualitative Data Analysis  23. Content Analysis and Grounded 
Theory  24. Quantative Data Analysis  25. Multi-Dimensional 
Measurement and Factor Analysis  26. Choosing a Statistical Test

This book has a comprehensive dedicated website of 
accompanying materials, please visit: 

www.routledge.com/textbooks/9780415368780
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 NEW

Quantitative Data Analysis 
in Education
A Critical Introduction Using SPSS
This book provides a refreshing and user-friendly guide to 
quantitative data analysis in education for students and 
researchers. It assumes absolutely no prior knowledge of 
quantitative methods or statistics. Beginning with the very 
basics, it provides the reader with the knowledge and skills 
necessary to be able to undertake routine quantitative data 
analysis to a level expected of published research. 
Rather than focusing on teaching statistics through 
mathematical formulae, the book places an emphasis on 
using SPSS to gain a real feel for the data and an intuitive 
grasp of the main concepts and techniques involved.
Drawing extensively upon up-to-date and relevant examples, 
the reader is encouraged to think critically about quantitative 
research and its potential as well as its limitations in relation 
to education.
Packed with helpful features, this book: 
• provides illustrated step-by-step guides showing how to
   use SPSS, with plenty of exercises to encourage the reader
   to practice and consolidate their new skills
• makes extensive use of real-life educational datasets
   derived from national surveys in the US and UK to illustrate
   key points and to bring the material to life.
The book will appeal not only to undergraduate and 
postgraduate students but also to more established 
and seasoned educational researchers and lecturers and 
professors who have tended to avoid or shy away from 
quantitative methods.

Selected Contents: Who is this book for and what is it about?   
1. Getting Started with SPSS  2. Exploring, Displaying and 
Summarising Data  3. Analyzing Relationships Between Variables   
4. Good Practice in Presenting Findings  5. Confi dence Intervals and 
Statistical Signifi cance 6. Conducting Statistical Tests and Calculating 
Effect Sizes  7. Where Next? 
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 NEW

Radical Research
Designing, Developing and Writing Research to 
Make a Difference
Radical Research explores the view that research is not a 
neutral tool to be employed without bias in the search for 
truth. Rather the radical roots of research are to be seen in 
the focus on freedom and emancipation from blind allegiance 
to tradition, ‘common sense’, religion, or powerful individuals 
and organisations. 
Radical Research:

• introduces and draws upon leading contemporary debates
   and data gathered from a diversity of funded projects in;
   health, education, police training, youth and community,
   schools, business, and the use of information technology
• presents a radical view of research in a way that enables
   both beginner and the experienced professional researcher
   to explore its approaches in the formation of their own
   views and practices
• progressively leads the reader from discussions of case
   studies to critical explorations of the philosophical and
   methodological concepts, theories and arguments that are
   central to contemporary debates. 
In essence, this book shows how to design, develop and 
write radical research under conditions where ‘normal’ 
research rules apply and it offers a ground-breaking and 
proven alternative to traditional research techniques.

Selected Contents: Introduction  1. Bodies in Chains  2. Unchaining, 
Deconstruction and the Intertextual  3. Fragmenting and Re-Framing 
Bodies  4. Incarnating/Incorporating Data as Understanding and 
Explanation  5. Events of Transposition  6. Power, Rights and the Real  
7. (Il)legitimate Knowledge(s) – Wrongs and Injuries  8. Provocative 
Identities, Radical Edges: Difference, Diversity and the Same    
9. Universalising the Singular(s) – Designing the Radical Game   
10. W/ri(gh)ting Fashions
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Paul Connolly is Professor 
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This book has a companion website that contains all 
of the educational datasets used in the book to 
download as well as comprehensive answers to  
exercises and a range of  other useful resources 

that are regularly updated.
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 NEW
An Ethical Approach to Practitioner 
Research
Dealing with Issues and Dilemmas in Action Research
This book covers a comprehensive range of issues and dilemmas 
encountered in practitioner and action research contexts. While 
principally focused upon practitioner inquiry in education, it takes 
account of and acknowledges that others engaged in professional 
practice, such as in legal, nursing and social care contexts, face 
similar issues and dilemmas.

Drawing on the expertise of international researchers and academics, 
the book provides invaluable support to the novice researcher 
and illuminates some of the more intricate issues for the more 
experienced research practitioner. Packed with detailed and thought-
provoking examples, this book contains both theoretical analyses of 
ethical matters and offers practical advice to practitioner and action 
researchers across the fi elds of schools, hospitals and community 
and family settings.

Selected Contents: 1. Introduction: an Overview of the Purpose of the Book 
and the Context in Which it has Been Written  2. Managing Research Ethics: 
A Head on Collision?  3. Everything’s Ethics: Practitioner Inquiry and University 
Culture  4. At The Boundaries: The Voice of Consequential Stakeholders   
5. Children’s Participation in Legal Decision Making  6. Working with Networks: 
Ethical Tensions in Communities of Trust  7. Professional Values and Research 
Values: From Dilemmas to Diversity  8. The ‘Insider’ Research Facilitator: 
The Possibility of Transformational Practice  9. Trans-Disciplinary Inquiry: 
Researching with Rather than Researching on  10. Behind the Vision: Action 
Research, Pedagogy and Human Development  11. Ways of Telling: The use of 
Practitioners’ Stories  12. Investigating Academic Pedagogical Practice   
13. Conclusion: New Challenges for an ICT Mediated Future
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 NEW
2nd Edition
Teachers Investigate Their Work
An Introduction to Action Research across the Professions
Teachers Investigate Their Work introduces the methods and 
concepts of action research through examples drawn from studies 
carried out by teachers. The book is arranged as a handbook with 
numerous sub-headings for easy reference and fourty-one practical 
methods and strategies to put into action, some of them fl agged as 
suitable ‘starters’.
It is an essential guide for teachers, senior staff and co-ordinators of 
teacher professional development who are interested in investigating 
their own practice in order to improve it.

Selected Contents: 1. Introduction: What Will You Find in this Book?  2. The 
Research Journal: Companion to the Research Process  3. Finding a Starting 
Point for your Own Research  4. Clarifying the Starting Point of Research   
5. Data Collection  6. Data Analysis  7. Developing Action Strategies and 
Putting Them into Practice  8. Making Practitioners’ Knowledge Public  
9. Examples of Action Research Studies Published in Journals  10. Behind the 
Scenes: A Theoretical Foundation of Action Research

Herbert Altrichter, University of 
Linz, Austria

Allan Feldman, University of 
Massachusetts, USA

Peter Posch, Universitat 
Klagenfurt, Austria  

Bridget Somekh, Manchester 
Metropolitan University, UK

August 2007: 234x156: 208pp
Hb: 978-0-415-43087-6: £80.00 
Pb: 978-0-415-43088-3: £23.99 

Forthcoming
 2nd Edition

Research With Children
Perspectives and Practices
Research with Children is a unique resource book on the 
methodology of childhood research. Leading and new researchers 
within the social studies of childhood discuss central questions of 
epistemology and methodology, demonstrating the links between 
theory and practice . The theoretical and practical questions are 
set out in a clear and well-argued fashion appealling both to the 
newcomer to childhood studies and to experienced researchers in 
the fi eld.

Selected Contents: Introduction: Researching Children and Childhood 
- Cultures of Communication  1. Subjects, Objects or Participants?: Dilemma of 
Psychological Research with Children  2. The Child as Social Actor in Historical 
Sources: Problems of Identifi cation and Interpretation  3. Zeitgeist Research 
on Childhood  4. Children as Respondents: The Challenge of Quantitative 
Methods  5. Conversations with Children: Working with Generational Issues  
6. The Development of Participatory Techniques: Facilitating Children’s Views 
about Decisions which Affect Them  7. Childhood Diversity and Commonality: 
Some Methodological Insights  8. Ethnography with Children  9. Entering 
and Observing in Children’s Worlds  10. Internet-Based Research: Interactive 
Quantitative Techniques and Designs  11. Evidence Reviews  12. Children as 
Researchers: The Effects of Participation Rights on Research Methodology   
13. Ethics in Research with Children
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Forthcoming
Visual Research with Children and 
Young People
An Introduction to Action Research across the Professions
This book explores the methodological, ethical, representational and 
theoretical issues surrounding image based research with children 
and young people. It provides well argued and illustrated resources 
to guide novice and experienced researchers through: 

• examining research conducted with children and young people,
   and research conducted by children and young people 

• including work with photography, multimedia, drawing and other
   art forms, and video and fi lm-making 

• containing a balance of theoretical, methodological and empirical
   material.

This edited collection will be an ideal guide for researchers both at 
undergraduate and post-graduate level across a range of disciplines.

Selected Contents: 1. Introduction  2. Teaching Children to Use Visual 
Research Methods  3. Gender and Being ‘Bad’: Inner-City Students’ 
Photographs  4. ‘Play in Focus’: Children Researching their own Spaces 
and Places for Play  5. Researching Children’s Narratives Creatively through 
Drawings  6. Visual Research with Young People to Explore Sex and the 
Media  7. Video Diaries  8. Looking through the Lens of a Camera in the 
Early Childhood Classroom  9. Visual Voice in Classrooms; Practical, Ethical & 
Methodological Issues  10. Visual Narrative and Diversity in our Classroom: 
Digital Readings of Policy  11. ’Voice’ and Video: Seen, Heard and Listened to?  
12. Dialogues with Artists: Getting to Grips with Children’s Self Portraits   
13. Ethics & Visual Research  14. The Need for a New Ethics
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